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1.	 Land is the canvas of nature and humanity. Once the basic fabric of the canvas is damaged, not 
only is sustainable development not possible but also life, as we know it, cannot continue to 
exist.

2.	 Humanity has altered an estimated 70% of this canvas, of which 20-40% is degraded. As a 
result,we have lost important benefits against threats such as climate change, biodiversity 
loss, poverty, hunger, and environmental pollution, making communities more vulnerable to 
disease, drought, floods, or wildfires.

3.	 The worlds 20 largest economies, known as the G20, have the shared ambition of achieving a 
50 per cent reduction of degraded land by 2040, on a voluntary basis. In 2020, they launched 
the “Global Initiative on Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial 
Habitats to prevent, halt, and reverse land degradation

4.	 The initiative will support the G20 countries to realise this ambition by catalysing increased 
resource flows into restoration by a trillion dollars, promoting legislating restoration in at least 
100 countries, and helping to train a new generation of graduates and ecopreneurs familiar 
with the science and economics of restoration.

1.	 Land resources – soil, water, and biodiversity – are the foundation for our wealth, as individuals, 
societies and economies. They meet the growing needs for food, water, fuel, homes and other 
raw materials that enrich our livelihoods and lifestyles. 

2.	 Ecosystems including, but not limited to, forests, grasslands, drylands, rangelands, croplands, 
peatlands, mangroves, soil, tundra, karst and wetlands, are essential for the existence, survival 
and sustainability of biodiversity as well as food security and human well-being.

3.	 Roughly USD 44 trillion of economic output – more than half of global annual GDP – is 
moderately or highly reliant on natural capital. 

a.	 Yet governments, markets, and societies rarely account for the true value of all nature’s 
services that underpin human and environmental health. These include climate and water 
regulation, disease and pest control, waste decomposition and air purification, as well as 
recreation and cultural amenities.

Elevator Pitch: Land, the canvas of nature and humanity is damaged

The Land is the foundation of our wealth



G20 Global Land Initiative    I    Key Messages & Narrative         1

1.	 The growing global population and unsustainable consumption patterns are increasing 
pressure on the land to meet the rising demand for housing, food, and other essential goods. 
This is stretching the productive capacity of land, including its water and biodiversity systems 
to their limit. 

2.	 On top of this, the way we are managing and using these natural resources is threatening the 
health and continued survival of many species on Earth, including our own. 

a.	 Nine planetary boundaries are used to define a ‘safe operating space for humanity.’ Already, 
we have exceeded four of these – climate change, biodiversity loss, land use change, and 
geochemical cycles. These breaches are directly linked to human-induced desertification, 
land degradation, and drought. If current trends persist, the risk of widespread, abrupt, or 
irreversible environmental changes will grow.

3.	 Additional stressors such as climate change are further decreasing the ability of the land to 
respond to natural or anthropogenic pressures.

1.	 Land restoration is essential and urgently needed to restore the entire range of ecosystems, 
which also include riverine systems and watersheds, back to health. 

2.	 This restoration must be integrated with allied measures to: meet future energy needs while 
drastically reducing greenhouse gas emissions; address food insecurity and water scarcity 
while shifting to more sustainable production and consumption; and accelerate a transition to 
a regenerative, circular economy that reduces waste and pollution.

3.	 The returns from a regenerative restoration economy that reduces greenhouse gas emissions, 
land degradation, and biodiversity loss are estimated to be worth USD 125-140 trillion annually 
– up to one and a half times global GDP of USD 93 trillion in 2021.

4.	 Restoring ecosystems directly helps to combat desertification. Restored ecosystems improve 
and benefit biodiversity. Land and ecosystem restoration both help with mitigating and 
adapting to climate change. The Initiative, therefore, has the potential to work with each of the 
Rio conventions and benefit from their expertise and financing arrangements.

5.	 When political will, collective action, and sustained investment come together, global crises 
can be averted or at least minimized. 

The three big threats to Land

Land restoration repairs the canvas while growing economies



G20 Global Land Initiative    I    Key Messages & Narrative         1

The G20’s commitment for 2040 to Restore Degraded land

The G20 Value Proposition for the canvas of nature and humanity

1.	 In 2020, members of G20 decided on a shared ambition that will build on existing initiatives: “to 
achieve a 50 per cent reduction of degraded land by 2040, on a voluntary basis.” They called it 
the “Global Initiative on Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial 
Habitats to prevent, halt, and reverse land degradation.”

2.	 G20 members designed and launched the Initiative, but the Initiative aims to be inclusive and 
is open to all countries wishing to be associated with it. Members have opportunities to both 
contribute to and benefit from the Initiative.

3.	 The Initiative will work not only with governments but also with all other stakeholders, such as 
the private sector, academia, the media, communities, non-governmental organizations, faith-
based institutions, financial institutions, etc. 

4.	 Transformative action in the domain of land restoration happens when visionary leaders take 
up land restoration and habitat conservation issues as one of their priorities and steer it towards 
upscaling and implementation. 

a.	 Learning from such leadership actions as well as recognizing them, including through global 
awards, is important to provide signals for leadership elsewhere. It is also important that 
emerging leaders from all sectors – politics, the public sector, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and academia – are sensitized and trained to take up restoration and conservation 
issues so that interest on this topic continues from the current generation of leaders to the next.

1.	 	There are many ongoing initiatives, both national and global, to reduce land degradation and 
increase restoration and conservation. The G20 Global Initiative will work with these ongoing 
initiatives to promote and bring attention to them to achieve the common objective of land 
restoration.

2.	 The collective power of the G20 is the Initiative’s main strength. These countries about half 
of the earth’s total land area. They have good restoration practices. And they are massive 
economies with some of the world’s best expertise in land restoration. How these elements 
are combined to achieve increased restoration within G20 countries and to support non-G20 
countries to achieve the same will be key to how the Initiative meets its ambition.

3.	 The initiative will be built on four pillars; 

a.	 Showcase success stories that benefit nature and safeguard people’s lives, jobs and incomes.

b.	 Engage the private sector in sustainable land management, land restoration and habitat 
conservation.

c.	 Empower civil society and the public on land stewardship for sustainable development.

d.	 Share knowledge and develop and mobilize capacity between G20 members, non-member 
countries and other stakeholders to collectively deliver on land conservation and restoration 
outcomes.

The Initiative will establish new platforms to bring together and motivate stakeholders to develop 
strategies and action plans to achieve this vision.

organizations (NGOs) and academia – are sensitized and trained to take up restoration and conservation 
issues so that interest on this topic continues from the current generation of leaders to the next. 
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Background Information

The Global Initiative 

The G20, or Group of Twenty, is an intergovernmental forum of the world’s major developed and 
developing economies. It comprises 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa, Turkey, UK, USA) and the European Union (EU). Collectively, the G20 accounts for 
85% of global GDP, 75% of international trade and two-thirds of the world population, making it the 
premier forum for international economic cooperation. 

The G20 discussions are divided into two channels, the financial track and the Sherpa track. The 
financial channel, which consists of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors from all G20 
members, specifically addresses a number of agendas related to the financial sector. The Sherpa 
track addresses other agendas that are outside the financial sector, as well as preparing various 
documents to be discussed at the Summit. s Several engagement groups meet to discuss and 
provides recommendation on the G20 agenda  through the Sherpa track. 

The leaders of the G20 who met in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in November 2020 expressed in their 
meetings’ outcome document, the Leaders’ Declaration “…[their] conviction that coordinated global 
action, solidarity, and multilateral cooperation are more necessary today than ever to overcome 
the current challenges and realize opportunities of the 21st century for all by empowering people, 
safeguarding the planet, and shaping new frontiers. [They are also] committed to leading the world 
in shaping a strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive post-COVID-19 era.”1

Within the framework of ensuring sustainable development, the Leaders’ Declaration also stated 
that “Building on existing initiatives, we share the ambition to achieve a 50 per cent reduction of 
degraded land by 2040, on a voluntary basis”. In this context, they launched the “Global Initiative 
on Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial Habitats to prevent, halt, 
and reverse land degradation.”

Initiative Objectives
1.	 Conserving land and halting habitat loss, habitat fragmentation and land degradation, 

notably through sharing knowledge and best practices on conservation incentives, including on 
strengthening physical and functional connectivity and quality of protected areas, enhancing 
land conservation, promoting sustainable land management practices, promoting active fire 
management, and implementing other policies and best practices to enhance land conservation 
and reduce land degradation;

2.	 Promoting integrated, sustainable and resilient land and landscape management through: 
nature-based solutions or ecosystem-based approaches; financing mechanisms; urban 
and land use planning processes at different levels and scales; stronger implementation of 
international agreements and local environmental governance and laws; the empowerment 
of Indigenous peoples and local communities (including women, youth and smallholders) 
in land management; secure land tenure, property and land-use rights in accordance with 
national legislation; as well as support for sustainable land and water management policies 
and sustainable agricultural practices, including traditional practices, in order to maintain and 
enhance ecosystem functionality; and

  1.   G20 (2020). Leaders ‘Declaration, G20 Leaders’s Summit, November 21-22, 2020. Riyad. G20landinitiative.com.
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3.	 Restoring degraded land through sustainable and locally or regionally appropriate reforestation, 
afforestation, natural regeneration/revegetation, restoration of ecosystem services, sustainable 
agricultural practices, and deployment of nature-based solutions or ecosystem-based approaches 
for biodiversity conservation, among other things, in order to restore ecosystem functionality in a 
landscape context. This objective will seek to prevent transfer of degradation (i.e. avoid restoring 
one area to the detriment of another).

Key Activities
•	 Showcase success stories that benefit nature and safeguard people’s lives, jobs and incomes.

•	 Engage the private sector in sustainable land management, land restoration and habitat conservation.

•	 Empower civil society and the public on land stewardship for sustainable development.

•	 Share knowledge and develop and mobilize capacity between G20 members, non-member 
countries and other stakeholders to collectively deliver on land conservation and restoration 
outcomes.

Land in Numbers 
1.	 The surface of the earth is approximately 70.9% water and only 29.1%  is land. This land is home 

to 7.6 billion people

2.	 Only 71 % of terrestrial land surface is defined as habitable; the remaining 29% is comprised of 
glaciers and barren land.

3.	 Humans use half of this area for agricultural production 

4.	 Humans obtain more than 99.7% of their food (calories) from land and 83% from plant-based food 
only.

5.	 44 % of the world’s agricultural land is located in drylands, mainly in Africa and Asia, which supplies 
about 60 % of the world’s food production.

6.	 More than half of the world’s population now resides in urban areas, despite these covering only 
around 1 % of the land surface. 

7.	 The land area needed to provide food, energy and materials to a city is often 200 times greater 
than the area of the city itself.

8.	 Degradation of the Earth’s land surface through human activities is negatively impacting the well-
being of at least 3.2 billion people

9.	 Land degradation in tandem with climate change may force 50 to 700 million people to migrate 
by 2050.

10.	 Across biomes, the benefits of restoration are estimated to exceed the costs by an average 
margin of 10 to 1.

11.	 In several Asian and African countries, the cost of inaction has been estimated to be 3.8 to 5 times 
higher than the estimated costs to avoid land degradation

12.	 Initiating forest restoration of at least 350 million hectares by 2030 could generate USD170 billion/
year in net benefits from watershed protection, improved crop yields, and forest products. This 
would also sequester about 1–3 Gt CO2 e/year, depending on the areas restored.

13.	 Economic rates of return from 12 to 40% have been found for a number of projects including soil 
and water conservation (Niger), farmer-managed irrigation (Mali), forest management (Tanzania), 
farmer-to-farmer extension (Ethiopia) and valley-bottom irrigation (northern Nigeria and Niger). 
Returns of over 40% are on record for small-scale, valley bottom irrigation.
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